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TO (Name. Organization, Internal Address) 

. Tpdd Lewis 

. I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  

. T-452D 

FROM (Name, Organization, Internal Address. Phone) 

, T r i s h  Baker 
. Medical  

Bldg. 122 
. 4494 

, .  

SUBJECT. MEDICAL/INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE MEETINGS 

I n  t h e  fo l low-up o f  our  c o n v e r s a t i o n  regard ing  month ly  Medical  
D e p a r t m e n t / I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene meet ings,  a couple o f  i s s u e s  were 
brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  The f i r s t  concerns t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  
Medical  has i n  comple t ing  p h y s i c a l  exams by t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  
scheduled 11 a.m. t i m e  s l o t .  
somewhat l i m i t e d  i n  v iew o f  t h e  number o f  people i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  meetings. 

Secondly, e a t i n g  space seems t o  be 

Woul d t h e  f o l  1 owi ng proposal  be poss i  b l  e, cons i  d e r i  ng y o u r  
department and s t a f f i n g  needs? 

1. Cont inue t h e  4 t h  F r i d a y  o f  each month as t h e  scheduled 
meet ing dates. 

2. Change t o  an 11:30 a.m. t i m e  t o  a l l o w  f o r  comple t ion  o f  
medical  exams . 

3.  Explore t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u s i n g  t h e  112 conference room f o r  
our  meet i ngs . 

I w i l l  be happy t o  check on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  112 
conference room i f  t h e  above i s  compat ib le  w i t h  y o u r  schedule, 
and i f  you a r e  i n  agreement w i t h  t h e  above. 

Feel  f r e e  t o  g i v e  me a c a l l  i f  you have quest ions.  Suggestions 
we1 come. 

T r i s h  Baker 
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Date ' February 17, 1989 No. 

TO (Name. Organlzatlon. Internal Address) FROM (Name. Organization. Internal Address, Phone) 

' M.S. Colalancia 

' T452D 
' 4229 

- Ind. Hyy. 

SUBJECT' INCREASING NUMBER OF SKIN RASH CASES PIANTWIDE 

It has cane to the attention of the Industrial wiene 
department that the n m k r  of reported cases of skin rashes is 
skyrocketing. Ourdeterrmna ' tion that this is indeed the case 
canes f m  the number of reported cases of skin rash f m  
medical over the past 6 years. In the past month and a half, 
there have been more dermatitis cases reported than in the past 
Y==* 

Industrial Hyyiene, as part of our program t o  address the skin 
rash problem, is asking for your help w i t h  the following 
recammendations: 

A. 
to insure that the sizing chemicals are remaved to give a more 
canfortable f i t .  

New coveralls should be washed a minimum of three (3) t imes  

B. Care should be taken in mixing detergents and softeners t o  
insurethatthemixtures are i n  procedural balance. 

C. Overstuffing laundry loads must be avoided. When loads are 
overstuffed, rinsing is not effective and skin rashes abound 
since most skin types are sensitive to d e m e n t s .  

Y o u r  cooperation in helping us eliminate the skin rash problem 
is very important. 

I Thank You, 

cc: John McCarthy 
Ken D. Gravley 
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Date - No. January 20 1988 
TO (Name. Orpsniratlon. Internal A d d m )  .FROM (Name. OrOaniretlon. lntemal Address. Phone) 

. JahnMcCarthy 

. Nuclear 61 Industrial Safety 
006 

. M.S. Colalancia 

. T452D 
Ind. Hyg. 

4229 
SUBJECT. 

DERWITJTS S ” D Y  SUMMARY 

1. 
plantwide by the area in which they oc<urred, the mrmber of 
cases appears to be highest in the Pruduction Operations 
department. 

In terms of the total number of dermatitis cases reported 

2. 
reported dermatitis cases were reported by Metallurgical 
Operators, followed by toolmakers, lMChinists and welders. 

In the pmduction operations area, the largest number of 

3. The department with the second highest incident of contact 
dermatitis is the Plutonhn Operations department. 
department, the highest incident of dermatitis was reported by 

In this 

chemical Operators. 

4. In the departments of Supply Operations, and QE & C ,  four 
cases were reported in 1988 and one case w a s  reported by Supply 
operations. 

SUMMARY 

Cmpared to previous years, the incident of reported dermatitis 
caseshas- significantly in the area of pmduction 
operations. 
replacing soap w h i c h  is used by the workers. 
consideration has not yet been given to the localization of the 
dermatitis contracted. 
upona- qlanation. 

Pinpointing the cause may be as simple as 
However ,  

This consideration will be forthccnning 
This pilot study was to simply 

pinpoint areas of corn. 

cc: T.F. Lewis 
K.D. Gravley 
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TO (Name. Organization. internal Address) 

.H.N. Gaines Jr. 

.HS & E Ops. & Plans 

. T452B 

FROM (Na e rgani ti I ernalAddress.Phone) . R:$. PoTaYancia 

’ T452D 
‘ 4229 

Ind.  Hyg. 

suBjEcT.CHANGES I N  CONDUCT FOR TREATMENT OF OCCUPATIONAL DERMATITIS 

Per our  phone conversa t ion  J u l y  19, 1989, I am p r o v i d i n g  you 
w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  r e c e n t  changes i n  conduct which a r e  
be ing  implemented t o  a i d  i n  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  d e r m a t i t i s  cases 
p l a n t w i d e .  The two issues  brought  up i n  y o u r  l e t t e r  must f i r s t  
be addressed however. F i r s t ,  t h e r e  have been no changes i n  t h e  
g l o v e  powders accord ing  t o  o u r  s u p p l i e r  o f  P e r r y  s u r g i c a l  
g loves,  Smith & Nephew Medica l .  The powder i n  t h e  g loves  i s  
corns tarch ,  t h e  r e l e a s i n g  agent i n  t h e  g loves  i s  CaC03 
CaC03 can i r r i t a t e  s k i n  i f  i t  comes i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  i t  
because o f  i t s  macera t ive  e f f e c t  (abras ion  caused by mechanica 
mot ion o f  hands i n  g l o v e s ) .  T h i s  i s  u s u a l l y  seen when g l o v e s  
are  t u r n e d  i n s i d e  o u t .  Normal ly,  g loves  n o t  t u r n e d  i n s i d e  o u t  
have a l a y e r  o f  corn  s t a r c h  which touches t h e  s k i n ,  and a f a r  
reduced macerat ion.  Second, t a l c  i s  MgCO (magnesium 

Our response p l a n  has been t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

carbonate)  which i s  n o t  used a t  a l l ,  n e i t  2 e r  i s  CaC12. 

To a i d  those w i t h  g l o v e  r e l a t e d  d e r m a t i t i s ,  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  
Hygiene department has issued recommendations i n v o l v i n g  
proper  hygiene i n v o l v i n g  handwashing and c o r r e c t  g l o v e  
donning. A p o s t e r  campaign has been adopted. 
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  Produc t ion  Operat ions and Maintenance 
Operat ions have been n o t i f i e d  and d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  break up 
cases o f  g loves  a t  t h e  t o o l  c r y p t s .  When t h i s  i s  done, 
areas o n l y  g e t  l e f t  o r  r i g h t  hand g loves,  n o t  bo th .  
Subsequently, g loves  a r e  reversed.  An a r t i c l e  appeared i n  
t h e  MMK p u b l i c a t i o n  concern ing t h i s  m a t t e r  l a s t  week, as 
w e l l  as t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a Safetygram. Exper imental  use 
o f  c o r n s t a r c h  i n  d ispensers w i l l  be al lowed, as w e l l  as 
l o t i o n s .  Gloves which are  causing d e r m a t i t i s  a r e  b e i n g  
t e s t e d  by an independent l a b o r a t o r y  a t  no c o s t  t o  Rockwell  
t o  see i f  t h e r e  i s  an abnormal amount o f  l a t e x  rubber  
process chemicals i n  them which can a l s o  be i r r i t a t i n g .  

Rockwel l ’s  l a u n d r y  has been t e s t e d  by a research  and 
development l a b o r a t o r y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t e x t i l e  l a u n d e r i n g  

- 
- -  . - -  - 

- - -  - -  . - .  - _  

chemis t ry .  
had been p r o p e r l y  laundered and soured ( f a b r i c  s o f t e n e r )  
t h e  towel  we sent  had an abnormal ly h i g h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  
s u r f a c t a n t  (soap) p robab ly  due t o  inadequate r i n s i n g .  T h i s  
soap can be t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom t h e  towel  t o  wet s k i n  and 
become an i r r i t a t i o n  problem. 

T h e i r  f i n d i n g s  were t h a t  a l though t h e  c l o t h i n g  

- -  - . . -~ . 



H. N. Gaines 
Page 2 
J u l y  21, 1989 

I n d u s t r i  a1 Hygiene has recommended changes i n  t h e  1 aundry 
procedure t o  a l l o w  f o r  b e t t e r  r i n s i n g  o f  t h e  loads .  
i t s  implementat ion,  t h e  r e v i s e d  l a u n d r y  procedure has n o t  
produced c l o t h i n g  r e l a t e d  d e r m a t i t i s .  These changes had 
been reviewed and approved by I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene, P l a n t  
Serv ices,  and Medical p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  i m p l i m e n t a t i o n .  An 
a d d i t i o n a l  s tep  would be u s i n g  l i q u i d  soap, which i s  
e f f e c t i v e  f o r  washing and 'can be r i n s e d  o u t  w i t h  g r e a t e r  
ease. T h i s  s t e p  i s  dependent upon t h e  machinery i n  t h e  
1 aundry, however, s i n c e  t h e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  powdered chemical 
hoppers may n o t  be a b l e  t o  accomodate such a convers ion.  
The l a u n d r y  i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y .  

S ince 

I f  you have any ques t ions  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  response p lan ,  do n o t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l .  
s u b j e c t  i s  a n e c e s s i t y .  

C o r r e c t  and t i m e l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  about t h i s  

M . 'S . co 1 a1 anc i a 
Ind.  Hyg. 
HYg * 

B. M. Clausen 
Prog. Admin. 
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Date * October 10, 1989 No. . glovlet3 
TO (Name. Organization. Internal Address) 

M.A. Peters 
HS & E Laboratory 

' 123 

FROM (Name. Organization. Internal Address, Phone) 

' M.S. Colalancia 
' Ind. Hyg. 
- T452D 
' 4229 

A long-term solution to the problem of glove related dermatitis 
is the formation and implirnentation of a separate standard for 
individuals who have skin hypersensitivities. The gloves that 
will be used for such a standard will only be available to 
individuals who denonstrate a true need for these specialized 
gloves. This standard is being developed. 

As an interim solution to the necessity of ordering surgical 
gloves that do not meet the requirements of glove standard 
SX-107, Industrial Hygiene will allow a limited order of these 
gloves to OCCUT. With this allowance, you are responsible for 
maintaining glove control so that people outside of your area 
do not use them. This form must be signed and sent back to 
Industrial Hygiene before your requisition will be processed. 

hereby assume responsibility to control suyical gloves I 
order which do not meet the standards of excellence outlined in 
RFP standard SX-107. I understand that I must limit the use of 
these gloves to individuals with glove related skin problems 
and that a breach of control will lead to confiscation of the 
gloves". 

Requisitioner 

Filling out this form will allow you obtain one order of 
gloves. 
individuals may not be the gloves that can be obtained for 
sensitive workers in the future. 
meet or exceed a different standard. 

The gloves that you order now for sensitive 

Those gloves will have to 

. _. 

Should you have-any questions regard to this form, -please . - - -. - _ _  
do not hesitate to call. 

Ind. Hyg. 
T.F. Lewis 
Mgr. ,  Ind. Hyg. 

cc: C ..S. Schel bl e I 


